
 
 

Berkshires, Pioneer Valley & Mohawk Trail of Western Massachusetts 
 

A trip through the Berkshires and Western Massachusetts offers the rich culture of museums, historic sites, performing arts 
and outdoor landscapes. Start your tour of this beautiful western region of Massachusetts by traveling along the Mohawk 
Trail, Route 2, which runs east to west, connecting quaint villages that dot the northwestern border of Massachusetts.  
 

Just south of the Trail, Deerfield is the location of the living history museum Historic Deerfield which features 18th century 
homes, a crafts center and a decorative arts history center. There are 11 house museums filled with world-class antiques 
detailing the heritage of this early American settlement. historic-deerfield.org Hop on Routes 5 & 10 heading south, and your 
next stop is Yankee Candle Village, the flagship store of Yankee Candle. Explore the Bavarian Christmas Village and the 
Nutcracker Castle. See more history in the Candlemaking Museum. As they say, “Come for the candles, stay for the fun.” 
yankeecandle.com Nearby is the Berkshire Brewing Company, where on Saturdays, they give free tours and a variety of 
samples. berkshirebrewingcompany.com  A quick ride southward brings visitors to downtown Northampton, a college town 
revered for its artsy sensibilities, charming architecture and pedestrian-friendly streets. Stroll Main Street to explore used 
bookstores, gift shops and small cafés that offer innovative and delicious fare. explorenorthampton.com Close by is Amherst, 
another college town, complete with a picture-perfect town green adjacent to Amherst College. Stroll the campus or grab a 
bite to eat on Main or Pleasant Street. amherstarea.com 
 
Back north in Deerfield, get ready to enjoy some breathtaking scenery! Head west along the Mohawk Trail and stop in 
Shelburne Falls, a village spanning the Deerfield River. Shelburne Falls has no traffic lights but boasts two bridges, one for 
traffic and one for flowers! The Bridge of Flowers stretching over the water is maintained by volunteers who create an ever-
blooming garden of flowers, bushes and trees. bridgeofflowersmass.org  
 
Continuing east, you will next encounter North Adams and the world-famous Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary 
Art or MASS MoCA. Housed in a restored 19th Century factory, the museum displays some of the most provocative and 
evocative art of our time, with an emphasis on installations. Plus, it offers a schedule of performing arts events all year. 
massmoca.org 
 
Continue west towards the small town of Williamstown, home to Williams College which has an attractive campus of green 
lawns and architecturally stunning buildings. A major attraction in this town is the Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute 
(or simply “The Clark”). This museum has outstanding collections of French Impressionists, Old Masters and American 
paintings. clarkart.edu The Williams College Museum of Art has a collection of works spanning the history of art but 
emphasizes modern and contemporary art, American art and the art of world cultures. wcma.org 
 
The Williamstown Theatre Festival offers Broadway caliber theatre on intimate stages. You can also see stars of today and 
tomorrow in award-winning and brand-new performances at this festival that lasts all summer. wtfestival.org 
 
The Appalachian Trail crosses the Mohawk Trail in North Adams and just south of here is Massachusetts’ highest peak, Mt. 
Greylock. At 3,491 feet, Greylock rises above the surrounding Berkshire landscape, offering dramatic views of 60-90 miles. 
www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/western/mgry.htm Bascom Lodge at its summit is a rustic stone and wood lodge built by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930's to provide accommodations for hikers, vacationers, and nature enthusiasts. The 
large dining room with its high ceiling and hand-cut oak beams serves lunch and dinner. An enclosed porch with wraparound 
windows overlooks the finest views in the Berkshires. bascomlodge.net 
 
Just south of Greylock is the vibrant city of Pittsfield, the county seat of the Berkshires. Many of the 19th and 20th century 
buildings in the city’s downtown core have been lovingly restored over the years, and it now boasts a vibrant arts scene. 
downtownpittsfield.com The Colonial Theatre is one such gem – it showcases theatre, music, opera and other performing 
arts year-round. It is part of the Berkshire Theatre Group, together with the Berkshire Theatre Festival. 
berkshiretheatregroup.org Also in Pittsfield is the Barrington Stage Company, also a year-round theatre and performance 
venue. www.barringtonstageco.org 
 
Outside of Pittsfield, history lovers will find Hancock Shaker Village, a beautifully restored 19th Century town, set amongst  
acres of farm, woodland and pasture. Graceful Shaker furniture, craft and household items are exhibited in 20 historic 
buildings. The Round Stone Barn is a testament to Shaker efficiency, innovation and design. See the Village come to life 
through tours, exhibitions, demonstrations and participatory activities. hancockshakervillage.org 
 



 
 
During a winter visit to the region, skiing is also a possibility at Jiminy Peak in Hancock, Butternut in Great Barrington, and 
other nearby mountains. Jiminy Peak also offers family fun for all generations in the summertime, with its mountain adventure 
park, which features a mountain coaster, alpine slide, rock climbing wall, hiking trails and mountain biking. jiminypeak.com 
 
Just south of Pittsfield is Lenox, recently described by LIFE Magazine as “Currier and Ives lovely.” A century ago, many of 
America’s wealthiest families were attracted to Lenox by the clear air and commanding vistas. They built magnificent summer 
mansions here, and called them “cottages.” Edith Wharton’s The Mount, built in 1902 and designed by the famous American 
author, is one such property. This classical revival house represents the only full expression we have of Wharton's 
architectural interests. Wharton was an authority on European landscape design as well as a passionate gardener, creating 
unique architectural compositions planned in concert with the house and the surrounding natural landscape. edithwharton.org  
 
Nearby Ventfort Hall is another such “cottage,” an imposing Jacobean Revival-style mansion built in 1893 for Sarah Morgan, 
the sister of J. P. Morgan. Its Museum of the Gilded Age interprets the great changes that occurred in American life, 
industry, and society during the 19th Century. gildedage.org  Naumkeag in Stockbridge rounds out the mansion museums. 
This 44-room architectural masterpiece designed by McKim, Mead, & White served as a summer retreat for three generations 
of the Choate family. Don't miss the audio tour of the gardens. thetrustees.org/places-to-visit/berkshires/naumkeag.html 
 
For the last six decades, Lenox has become famous around the world as the site of Tanglewood, summer home of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra and the host of summer music education centers. Drawing more than 350,000 visitors annually, 
the venue offers not only a wide quantity of music every year but also a vast range of musical forms and styles, all of it 
presented with a regard for artistic excellence that makes the festival unique. tanglewood.org 

 
A stop in downtown Stockbridge is a must. Stockbridge is quintessential New England and is also where artist Norman 
Rockwell lived his last 25 years. Rich in history, Main Street in Stockbridge is sought after in summer, when visitors and locals 
find an empty chair on the front porch of the Red Lion Inn to savor a cool drink. A short walk along Main Street shows the 
same scene from the Norman Rockwell painting, “Main Street Stockbridge at Christmas.” The center of town hasn’t changed 
much. About a mile away from town you’ll find the Norman Rockwell Museum, which is dedicated to the enjoyment and 
study of Rockwell’s work and his contributions to society, popular culture, and social commentary. The Museum houses the 
world’s largest and most significant collection of Rockwell’s work, including 574 original paintings and drawings. nrm.org 
 
Make a stop at Hilltop Orchards in Richmond – an historic family-owned apple orchard and home to award-winning Furnace 
Brook Winery. Explore the 200 acre property, taste some fresh pressed cider or crisp wine and home-made baked goods from 
their Farm Winery Store. hilltoporchards.com 
 
In Becket, to the east of Stockbridge, is home to the renowned Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, America's longest running 
international dance festival, which runs June to August, hosting over 50 dance companies and 200 free performances, 
lectures & events. jacobspillow.org 
 
Great Barrington anchors the Berkshires in the south. This charming town has a main street of brick-front shops and cafés, 
an industrial area remade as artists’ studios, and a movie theater that shows new flicks and live acts. It is also one of the few 
places in the area where you can get good sushi or, at 3:00 a.m., run out for a cup of coffee. This foodie town, despite a 
population of just 7,000, has 55 restaurants. And it is the center for nightlife in the Southern Berkshires, where even in winter it 
is often possible to catch good live music downtown. Take the time to explore the antiques shops and outstanding cuisine 
here and in nearby Sheffield, Egremont and New Marlborough.  
 
Stop in at Lee Premium Outlets, which offers more than 70 shops to choose from, for your shopping needs. 
premiumoutlets.com  
 
A stop in Springfield at the Basketball Hall of Fame is sure to please the sports enthusiast. hoophall.com Close by are the 
Springfield Museums, located in the heart of downtown Springfield, comprised of five world-class museums relating to fine 
art, science and history. The Museums Association is the home of the Dr. Seuss National Memorial Sculpture Garden, a 
series of full–scale bronze sculptures of Dr. Seuss' whimsical creations, honoring the birthplace of Theodor Geisel, a.k.a. Dr. 
Seuss.springfieldmuseums.org 
 
Scattered throughout these attractions are lodging properties of all sorts, ranging from upscale inns and resorts to small bed & 
breakfasts. High-class restaurants are plentiful throughout the region, as well. And in addition, as with much of New England, 
visits in mid to late autumn promise foliage in eye-popping colours! 

 

 


